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THE EE 
PREFACE. 
AVING lately ſeen the ori- 


ginal Engliſh Copy of Oliver 
Cromwell's Manifeſto againſt 


"Spain, I deſired Leave of the Gen- 


tleman who had ſuch a valuable 
Manuſcript in his Hands, to take a 
Copy of it, and to print and re- 
publiſh it; becauſe I thought it 
might be of Service to my Country 
upon the preſent Occaſion, which 
he, for the ſame Reaſon, immedi- 
ately granted. From this Mani- 
feſto (the Latin Copy of which 
the Reader may ſee at the End of 
the 2d Volume of Milton s Works 
lately publiſhed) my Countrymen 
will ſee, how dangerous it is for 
this Nation to ſuffer any Indignity 
from the Spaniards, or to truſt to 
general Expreſſions in any Treaty 


we 


= 
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we make with them; for from their 
whole Conduct, ever ſince we be- 
gan to have any conſiderable Poſ- 
ſeſſions in America, it will appear, 
that nothing but the Terror of our 
Arms, or the Neceſſity of having 
our Aſſiſtance, can ever induce 
them to obſerve any Treaty, or to 
allow us the common Rights of 


Mankind, in that Part of the World. 


From the Treaty between Henry 
the VIIIth, and Charles the Vth in 
1542, not only the Neceſſity of 
their Affairs, but their having no 
Occaſion to be jealous of our Power 
in the West- Indies, obliged them, 
for ſeveral Vears, to treat our Mer- 
chants and Planters in that Part of 
the World with common juſtice, and 
to allow us the Benefit of a free 
Commerce, in Purſuance of this 
Treaty, even with their Poſſeſſions 


in America; but as ſoon as Philip 
the 
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the IId loſt all Hopes of ſucceed- 
ing in his projected Marriage with 
Queen Elizabeth, the Spaniards 
began to ſet up their excluſive Right 
to the whole Empire of America, 
and to debar us from all Trade with 
their Settlements there. They ab- 
ſtained, however, from any direct 
Attack upon our Merchants trading 
in thoſe Parts, till the Year 15067, 
when Sir John Hawkms had gone 
with ve Ships to trade with the. 
Spaniards in the Bay of Mexico; 
but inſtead of trading with him, 
they attacked him in a hoſtile Man- 
ner, and rifled three of his Ships. 


From this Time, tho' no War 
was declared between the two Na- 
tions, yet there was a continued 
Series of private or indirect Hoſtili- 
ties, carried on till the Year 1587, 
when Queen Elizabeth being in- 
formed, that the King of Spain 


Was 
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was preparing to invade her in a 
publick and avowed Manner, ſhe 
took Care to be before-hand with 
him, by ſending Drake to ſack and 
plunder the Coaſts of Old Spain, 
and Cavendiſh to do the ſame upon 
the Coaſts of Chili and Peru, which 
they both did with great Succeſs, and 
to the great Honour and Advantage 
of their Country. The War being 
thus openly declared, it continued 
during the reſt of that glorious 
Reign, and from the Hiſtories of 
thoſe Times it will appear, that the 
Spaniards ſuffered grievouſly both 
by the private Hoſtilities that were 
carried on between the two Nations 
before the Year 1587, and by the 
open and declared War that was 
from that Time carried on, till the 


Acceſſion of James the Iſt. 


Tho' Queen Elizabeth, in her 
n Character, was rather too 
cautious 


y 


done, the Breach of Treaty, Infult, 
7 and Robbery committed” by the 
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cautious of engaging in an open and 
declared War, and therefore did 
not vindicate, as ſhe ought to have 


Spaniardiagainſt Sir John Hawkins, 


vet ſhe not only connived at, but 


encouraged the private Hoſtilities 


that were carried on by her vey ae 


in the Weft-Indies, as appears from 
her rewarding Drake with the Ho- 


nour of Knighthood, and ſhewing 


him ſeveral other Marks of her Fa- 


ö 


vour, when he returned from his 
Voyage round the World, in the 
Fear 1580. | 


- * Theſe private Hoſtilities were 
not, however, ſufficient for bring- 
ing down the Pride of the haughty 
-* Spaniards, or for compelling Well 


bd, 
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to obſerve the Treaty they had 
made with her Father. On the 


= contrary, from the Year 1667, they 


+. <4 
r 

h * 
* 
* 1 
4 

OXY 

- 

„ 


1 
* 

* 
'© ? 


, 
4 N 
. 


A con- 


pa ” * S 6 a »c 4 ' * wet . 2 „ a" 
— ——— edi — . en  Ce- — I —õͤ—————— — 
_ * _ — 


x P R E FAC E. 


continued to interrupt what might 
then be called the lawful Trade of 
our Merchants with their Settle- 
ments in the Veſ-Indies; and 
grew at laſt to that Pitch of Inſo- 
lence, that their Ambaſſador here, 
upon Drake's Return, demanded 
in- expreſs Terms, that he ſhould be 
puniſhed for daring to ſail in the 
Seas which were under the Dominion 
of the King of Seam : from whence 
we may ſee, that Spaniſb Inſolence, 
like that of all Cowards, increaſes 
upon good Uſage, and grows ex- 
travagant by a long Forbearance, 
This, I fay, appears from their 
Conduct even in Queen Elizabeth's 


Reign, but was more fully mani- 
teſted by their Conduct in the two 


following Reigns, and farther con- 


firmed by their Conduct ſince the 
* of U rech. 


As 
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As King James the Iſt was a moſt 
extravagant Lover of Peace, or ra- 
ther extravagantly fearful of War, 
as ſoon as he came to the Crown; 
he began to think of clapping up 
a Peace with the Spaniards at any 
Rate, and therefore, he did not in- 


fiſt upon an expreſs Confirmation 


and Renewal of that Article in the 
Treaty 154 2, relating to a free 
Commerce in all the Spaniſb Do- 
minions, but truſted to general 
Terms, as we have too often done 
ſince, and the Conſequence of this 


Complaiſance and Confidence was, 


that during this and the following 
Reign, the Spaniards not only re- 
fuſed us any Commerce with their 


Settlements in America, but con- 


np Saks: | 


verted their Inſolence into moſt 


barbarous Cruelties and Tortures, 
as will appear from the following 


Mani feſto. For this Reaſon, Oliver 
a 2 Cromwell, 
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Cromwell, notwithſtanding the dan- 

gerous Situation he was in at Home, 
took the firſt Opportunity to re- 
venge his Countrymen of that in- 
ſolent, perfidious, and cruel Na- 
tion. This War continued in the 
Weft-Indies till the Year 1670, 
and was proſecuted with ſuch Vi- 
gour and Succeſs, by our. Country- 
men and thoſe who joined them in 
the West- Indies, after the Peace in 
1667, and-fance, called Buccaneers, 
that they would probably at laſt 
have. conquered. all the Spaniſb 
Weft-1nates,, if they had not been 
prevented by the Venality of King 
Charles the IId's Court. 


I fay Venality; for it is impoſli- 
ble to ſuppoſe, that King would 
have conſented. to, _or- ratified the 
Treaty in 1670, by which we yielded 
up in expreſs; Terms the Right we 
had to a free Trade in the Ve- 
* Indies, 
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Indies, without | firſt, ſuppoſing, 
that ſome of his Courtiers, or ſome 
of his Miſtreſſes, were bribed by 
the Court of Spain. The Spani- 
ards were at that Time in ſuch Diſ- 


treſs, that they would have con- 
firmed our Right to a free Trade, 
nay, I believe, they would have 
yielded us a, Part of their Domini. 
ons, in America, if they could 
thereby! have engaged us to protect 
them in the quiet Enjoyment of 
the reſt. But inſtead of this, we 
— them all they asked with 
Regard to Trade, ey obtain- 


ing from them an expreſs Surrender 


of what we had taken from them 
in Time of War. We muſt there- 
fore, I think, ſuppoſe, that the 
Court was at'that Time under ſome 
Sort of corrupt Influence; but the 
Parliament was then ſo far from be- 
ing under a corrupt Influence upon 
the Court, that the Miniſter who 

I nego- 
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negotiated this Treaty in Spain, 
durſt never return to his native 
Country. 


From the Year 1670, to the 
Death of King Charles the IId of 
Spain in the Year 1700, that King- 
dom was in continual Broils with 
France, and therefore under an in- 
diſpenſable Neceſſity of keeping up 
a good Correſpondence with this 
Nation, which prevented their 
ſhewing us any new Marks of their 
Jealouſy or Inſolence; and our 
having declared War againſt them 


ſoon after, prevented its being in 


their Power; but as ſoon as Peace 
was re-eſtabliſhed between the two 
Nations by the Treaty of Utrecht; 
they began to encroach upon ſome 
of our Rights in the West- Indies; 
and from that Time they have been 
continually incroaching upon us, 
and inſulting us in that Part of the 

World: 
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World: The more paſſive we ap- 
peared, the more active have they 
always been in their Incroachments; 
the more we yielded, the farther 
they extended their Pretenſions; 
till at laſt they began to tell us, 
not only that we ſhould not trade 
with any of their Settlements in 
America, but alſo that we ſhould 
not ſail with our Ships in the Seas 
of America but by their Directions, 
nor carry any Goods in our Ships 


but ſuch as they ſhould be pleaſed 


to preſcribe. Thus we may ſee 
the Neceſſity of proſecuting the 
preſent War with Vigour, and the 


- unfortunate Condition we ſhall be 


reduced to, if we do not proſecute 
it with Succeſs. It is this that 
made me think it neceſſary to pub- 


lſh at this Time the following Ma- 


ni feſto or Declaration; becauſe 
from thence we may ſee, what 


Cruelties and Barbarities our Peo- 


ple 


o "- 
— — 
— oe 


. K ]⁰˙uw˙— ¹˙ümwÄ Er rr —— 2 


a „ ” 
- . 8 — — — 
vs — we. 
— 


„„ 


5 = "5 
— One ts — Sn ww. — A a — — 


8 "+ 


N — 1 . 
iS» 


—— — 
W 
_ 
„ 


—B an * 


—— —— 


—— 


—-— — —— 


. —— . 


—_ —— 


* 
a 5 . : 
_—— 


a rw 
— Im em . a 
...._ 


ws uy —„— —¼ 


_ 
— 


. 


” 
es "T7 


— 


thee Mt. An 


_— Fa 
2 | 
— , Un AR Fa on 
. - - 


* 


** 8 — 3 * N 


. — ²˙»a IN" a 


— 
on A 
* — 

—— 


xvi 


PREFACE 
ple in the Veſt. Indies will be ex- 
poſed to, if we do not now make 


the Spaniards feel, in the moſt ſen- 


ſible Manner, the Weight of our 
Reſentment for paſt Injuries, which 
is the only Security we can have 
againſt future. e pry 


5 d n, 1 ·̈́ꝙ 
HIGH NE S 5 
By the Advice of his Cone. 


Ly | Seats forth on Behalf of His msn 
wecealth, the Juſtice of their Cauſe a- 
5 gainſt Spain, 


I HE juſt and moſt reaſonable Cauſes 


and Gronnds of our late Enter- 

be upon ſome Iflands poſſeſſed 

s the bjects of the King of Spain m 

A Meſt- aer are very obvious to any, 
chat ſhall reflect upon the Poſture wherein 
te ſaid King and his People have always 
*ſtood, in relation to the Engliſb Nation in 
'thoſe Parts of America, Which hath been 
no other than 2 continual State of open 
er and Hoſtility; at the firſt moſt un- 
Jjuſtly begun by them, and ever ſince in like 
Sort continued and proſecuted, contrary to 

4 e common Right and Law of Nations, 


and the particular Treaties between England 
"= and Ny pam, 


B It - 


It is true indeed, that of late Years the 
Engliſh have for the moſt Part been Pati- 
ents, and upon the defenſive only, which 
may poſſibly occaſion ſome to look upon 
the late Expedition to the Veſt-Indies, as 
an Entrance into a new War, and not as it 
was indeed the Proſecution of a War al- 
ready in being and ftill (notwithſtanding 
all Endeavours on the Part of this State, 
for ſettling a firm Peace and friendly Com- 
merce in thoſe Parts) obſtinately continued, 
and carried on by the Spaniards; who, as 
oft as they have Opportunity, without 
any juſt Cauſe or Provocation at all, ceaſe 
not to kill and ſlaughter, nay ſometimes in 
cold Blood, to murther the People of this 
Nation, ſpoiling their Goods and Eſtates, 
deſtroying their Colonies and Plantations, 
taking alſo their Ships (if they meet with 


any) upon thoſe Seas, and uſing them in 


all Things as Enemies, or rather as Rovers 
and Pyrates ; for ſo they moſt injuriouſly 


and ignominiouſly brand all Nations (except 


themſelves) which ſhall preſume to fail upon 
thoſe Seas, upon no other or better Right 
or Title than that of the Pope's Donation, 
and their firſt diſcovering ſome Part of the 
Weſt-Indies; whereupon they would appro- 


priate to themſelves the ſole Segniory of 
that New World, of which moſt abſurd 7 
Pretenſion, there will be Occaſion to ſpeak 


more 
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(3) 
more largely, when we come to conſider the 
Cauſes why the Spaniards ſhould think it 
reaſonable for them to exerciſe all manner 
of Hoſtility in thoſe Parts againſt the 


Engliſh, in ſo far as to make ſuch of them, 


as by Streſs of Weather, Shipwreck, or 
other like Caſualty, are caſt upon thoſe 
Coaſts, Priſoners, nay Slaves; and yet to 
account it a great Injury and Breach of the 
Peace (even here in Europe) for the Engliſb 
to attempt any Thing upon them in thoſe 
Parts, by Way of Retaliation, and for their 


| juſt Satisfaction. 


But although the King of Spain's Am- 
baſſadors (emboldened upon the Aſſurance 
of a prevalent Spaniſh Faction, always in 
Council of the late King and his Father) 
have had the Confidence to make moſt ri- 
diculous and irrational Complaints and De- 
mands upon any Thing done in that Kind 
by the Engliſbd, yet would not the faid 
Kings (though too much addicted to the 
Spaniards) ever tie their own Subjects 
Hands, where the Spaniards held their 
Hands to be looſe, but ſuffered them to re- 

| Force by Force, and to exerciſe Acts of 
Hoſtility, in thoſe Parts againſt the Spani- 
ards, who never would keep any Peace 
there, inſomuch, that about the Year 
1040, when this Queſtion was brought 
into Debate before the Council of the late 

B 2 King, 
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King, the Spaniſh Ambaſſador demanding 
the Stop of certain Veſſels then in the Ri- 


ver, teady to ſet fail for America, with 
Commiſſions to exerciſe Acts of Hoſtility 
there, againſt the Spaniards; and the En- 
gliſb, upon a Demand made of Commerce 
in the Weft- Indies, by the Lords of the 
Council appointed for that Affair, being 
denied the ſame, they determined, that 
the Ships ſhould proceed in their Enter- 
prizes, which they did: accordingly. 

Thus far the late Kings owned their 
Subjects in the War = Oy maintained 1 
thoſe Parts, - upon rivate Accomp 
although, JT oh the —— ob 5. 
fore-mentioned Span; ib Faction, his would 
never afford them that publique Protection 
which was due unto them, and which was 
ſuitable to the Honour: and Intereſt of this 
Nation. And it would have been as dif- 
honourable and unworthy for us, Wa 
through the Goodneſs and Providence of 
God, were ſo well furniſhed with Ships of 
War fit for foreign Service, to have let 
them lie rotting at Home, rather than ta 
have emploved them for the juſtRevenge of 
ſo much Engliſh (why may we not alſo ay) 
Indian Blood, ſo unjuſtly, fo inhumanely, 
and ſo cruelly ſpilt by the Spaniards in thoſe 
Parts, fince God hath made of one Blood all 
Nations of Men, for to dell on all the 


Face 
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Face of the Earth, and hath determined 


the Times before appointed, and the Bounds 
of their Habitation : And certainly, at 


one Time or another, by ſome Hand or 
> other, God will have an Accompt of the 


innocent Blood of ſo many Millions of 
Indians, ſo barbarouſly butchered by the 
Spaniards, and of the Wrong and Injuſtice 
that hath been done unto them. | 
But we ſhall have no Need to have Re- 


+ courſe unto the common Brotherhood be- 


tween all Mankind, which in ſome Sort 


may intereſt them in the horrid and enor- 


mous Injuries of each other, the Blood and 


Spoils of our own Countrymen being 'ſuf- 


ficient to warrant the late Expedition, be- 
ſides the Conſideration of preſent Intereſt, 
and future Security to this Nation and all 

its Allies, eſpecially of the Proteſtant Re- 


ligion, with ſundry other Reaſons and Mo- 
tives, which were Inducements to that 


Undertaking, the which it is not our Buſi- 


neſs (at preſent) particularly to declare, but 
the juſtice and Warrantableneſs thereof, 


for the better clearing whereof, and mani- 


lation to each other, ſince the Reformation 


feſting what hath been already alledged in 


general, it will be neceſſary to caſt our Eyes 


A little back, and to take a View of the 


Tranſactions between England and Spain, 
and the State they have been in, with Re- 


of 
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of Religion, and the Diſcovery of the Vet- 
Indies, which two great Revolutions hap- 
pening near about the ſame Time, did very 
much alter the State of Affairs in this 
World, eſpecially in Relation to the Engliſb 
and Spaniſh Nations; who ever ſince have 
taken a different, and almoſt a contrary 
Meaſure of their Intereſt, from what they 
did before. For although the late King 
and his Father, contrary to the Stream and 
Current of the Affections and Hearts of 
this Nation, patched up two Treaties of 
Peace with Spain; yet thoſe new Princi- 
ples, begotten through the Difference of 
Religion, and the continual Quarrels in the 
Maſt. Indies, together with the Spaniards 

tual Jealouſies of the Engliſb, in Re- 
ſpect of their Treaſure there, as they have 
rendered the late Endeavours of this Com- 
monwealth fruitleſs, as to the ſettling of a 
firm Peace upon juit and honourable Terms, 
ſo were they the true Cauſes that induced 
Philip the IId King of Spain, in the Time 
of Queen Elizabeth, to break that ancient 
and long-uninterrupted League, which this 
Nation had with his Predeceſſours, both of 
the Burgundian and Caftillian Line, and 
entering into a War with the ſaid Queen, to 
deſign (and pending a Treaty of Peace) in 
the Year 1588, to attempt a total Conqueſt 
of this Nation, which muſt needs lie cloſe 


by 


„ 


by Engliſb Mens Hearts, and will not eaſi- 
ly out of their Minds. And albeit there 
was after, a Kinde of Peace and Commerce 
in Europe (though never ſuch a one, as 
that an Engliſbman durſt own his Religion 
in the Span;ſh Dominions, or keep a Bible 
in his Houſe or Ship) yet in the Veſi-Indies, 
the Spaniards would never ſince admit ei- 
ther of Peace or Commerce, notwithſtand- 
ing that both are expreſly accorded, by the 
Treaty made between Henry VIII. King of 
England, and the Emperor Charles V. in 
the Year 1542, wherein Peace and free 
Commerce is agreed upon between the two 
States, and the Subjects of each Prince, in 
all the Dominions, Ports and Territories of 
each other whatſoever, without any Ex- 
ception of the V eſi-Indies, though at that 
Time in Poſſeſſion of the ſaid Emperor. 
And as to the Article of Peace in all Parts 
of the World, it isexpreſly contained in all 
the Treaties of Peace thatever were between 
the two Nations, neither is there any Sort 
of Reſtriction of Commerce in any Treaty 
before that of 1604, whereunto the. laſt 
Treaty in the Year 1630, doth exactly a- 


gree as to this Matter. In which two laſt 


Treaties, Commerce is agreed in all and 
ſingular the Dominions of both States; 
in which, before the Marre, between Philip 


II. King of Spain, and Elizabeth Queen of 


England, 
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(8) 
England, there had been Commerce betweet 
the two Kingdoms, like and according to the 
ye and Obſervance of the ancient Leagues 
and Treaties made before the ſaid Time. 
Theſe are the Words of the Treaties which 
leave the Matter doubtful, and ſo King 
James was contented to ſlubber up a Peace 
with Spain, when he reſumed the Treaty 
which was on Foot a little before the Death 
of Queen Elizabeth; and wherein among 
other 'Things, ſhe gave her Commiſſioners 
Inſtructions to inſiſt upon Commerce and a 
free Trade in the Weſt- Indies. 

But King James (who was exceeding 
fond of a Peace with Spain) was content to 
leave that Point in ſuch Sort, as that either 
Party might interpret the Article in their 
own Senſe, although if thoſe Words of the 
Uſe and Obſervance of the ancient Leagues 
and Treaties are to be underſtood (as in 
Reaſon they ought) according to what of 
Right ought to have been obſerved, and not 
according to what in Fact, was practiſed 
on the Spaniards Part, in direct Violation 
thereof (which was continual Matter of 
Complaint on the Part of the Engh/h, and 
of Quarrel between the two Nations) it is 
very evident by the expreſs Words of the 
ancient Treaties, that the Engliſb were to 
have Commerce as well as Peace, in all the 
Spaniſh Dominions whatſoever, 

But 
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i But if the Meaſure of the Obſeryatice 
W of the ancient Leagues and Treaties is to 
be taken from the manifeſt Violation and 
E Infringement of them, the Spaniards may 
have ſome Colour to interpret that Clauſe 
of the laſt Treaties, as reſtraining Com- 
merce in thoſe Parts; and yet, for the firſt 
half of the Time between the aforemen- 
= tioned Treaty 1542. and the breaking forth 
of the War between Queen Elizabeth and 
E Philip the IId King of Spain, there appear- 
eth as much in Matter of Fact for the Per- 
miſſion, as for the Prohibition of Trade in 
\ thoſe Parts; and after, when the Spanzards 
utterly refuſed Commerce, the Exchange 
of Wares was turned into the Exchange of 
Blowes, and of Powder and Shot, as well 
before the War between Queen Elizabeth 
and Philip the 11d King of Sparn, as after 
the Peace was made by King James in the 
Year 1604, and by fi Son in the Year 
1630, yet fo, as that it did not interupt 
the Commerce in theſe Parts of Europe, 
although now the King of Spain, by his 
late Embargo, hath firſt interpreted the 
Quarrels of thoſe Parts to extend unto theſe 


5 5 of Europe alſo. 


But we do not inſiſt either upon the In- 


terpretation of the Treaties, or Right of 
Commerce thereby, or otherwiſe, as that 


> whereon we have any need to ſtate our 
20 C Quarrels, 
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Quarrels, it being founded upon clear and 
undiſputable Grounds, as we ſhall e 
declare; yet ſuch Things as may not be ſo 
neceſſary Cauſes whereupon to found and 
begin a War, may be reaſonable Impedi- 
ments to the concluding of a Peace, or at 
leaſt to the renewing of a League, where- 


in we cannot have ſo much allowed, as in 


former Leagues have been admitted, and in 


Reaſon may be expected, which may ſerve 7 


allo for an Anſwer to that Queſtion, why, 


having renewed our Leagues with all other 
Nations, we have not done it with the King 


of Spain; and that we have not demanded, 
as a Condition thereof, his right Eye, much 
leſs, as hath been ſaid, both his Eyes, be- 
cauſe we would not be at the Mercy of a 


cruel Inquiſition, where we are admitted to 


Commerce, and would be admitted to 
Commerce, where we ought not to be ex- 
cluded from it, neither by the ancient 
Treaties, nor of common Right; for al- 
though the King of Spain hath formerly 
taken upon him to preſcribe us Bounds of 


Trade, upon a Law made by the Pope, 


inhibiting all Trade and Commerce with 


Turks, Feus, and other Infidels , and 


upon * 


+ William Stevens, of Briſtol, with diverſe Mer- 


chants of London, Ann. 1606, and 1607, having 3 of 


their Ships on the Coaſt of Barbary, in Trade with the 4 
People 


E 

upon that Account his Ships of War, in 
& Time of Peace, have taken and ſpoiled our 
Ships in other Parts of the World, as well 
as in the Weſt-Indies; and although by the 
like Authority from the Pope, and by the 


Title of his Donation, he claimeth a Right 


cover the Indians, as if they were all his 
Subjects, even thoſe that actually are not 


under his Power or Obedience, yet we ac- 


knowledge no ſuch Right, neither in the 


Pope nor King of Spain, to take away from 
the Indians the Right of their Liberty, or 
from us the Right which we have by the 
Law of Nature and of Nations, of Con- 
verſe and Commerce with them, eſpecially 
ſuch of 'em as are not actually under the 
Power and Subjection of the King of Hain. 

Another Impediment to the renewing of 
the League with Spazn is manifeſt and noto- 
rious, and ſuch as cutteth off all Aſſurance 
from public Miniſters and Agents imployed 
in the Dominions of the King of Spain 
upon any Negotiations of Amity, or other 
Tranſactions between the two States, where 
the Prince holdeth forth ſuch Principles, as 


People of that Country, the King of Spain's Men of 
War ranging that Coaſt, and finding theſe Ships at 
Anchor in Saphia and Santa Cruce Road, rifled them 
of what they had, ſay ing that the King their Maſter 


would not give Liberty of Trade with Infidels. Their 
Loſſes amounted to above 2000 J. 


C 2 | render 
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render him incapable to give Security and 
Protection to Ambaſſadours and public Mi- 
niſters againſt Aſſaſſinations and outragious 
Attempts of Violence upon their Perſons, 
which, for the preſerving of Intercourſe, 
and a good Underſtanding between Princes 
and States, by the Law of Nations, have 
always been held maſt inviolable and more 
ſacred than thoſe Sanctuaries, whoſe Privi- 
leges (derived from the Authority of the 
Pope and Church of Rome) have been pre- 
tended to elude and avoid the Execution of 
Juſtice from Time to Time demanded and 
inſiſted upon by this Commonwealth, upon 
the Aſſaſſinates of Mr. Anthony Aſcham, 
ſent under a public Character from this 
Commonwealth into Spazn, to procure and 
ſettle a good Underſtanding between the 
two Nations, for which barbarous Murder, 
no Satisfaction or condign Puniſhment upon 
the ſaid Aſſaſſinates could ever be obtained, 
though required by the * Parliament, and 

; | | N 


This appears by a Clauſe in a Letter ſent from 
the Parliament, and ſigned by their Speaker, to the 
King of Spain, in Fan. 1650. viz, ** We require 
** of your Majeſty and inſiſt upon it, that Satisfaction 
** be at length given to public Juſtice touching the 
** flagitious Murder of Anthony Aſcham our Prefident, 
and the rather becauſe after due Puniſhment in- 
© flifted upon the Authors of a Wickedneſs of fuch 
** Nature, we ſhall not doubt to ſend our * 
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often inſiſted upon by the Council of State 
in their Behalf, which hath been a continual 
and moſt juſt Obſtacle to the renewing of 
the Leagues between the two Nations, and 
might well be eſteemed (according to what 
hath been practiſed amongſt other Nations 
upon the like Occaſion) a juſt Cauſe of a 
War. 

But as to the State of our Quarrel in the 
Weſt-Indies ; whereas we have Colonies in 
America, as well in Iſlands as upon the 
Continent, upon as good and a better Title 
than the Spaniards have any, and have as 
good a Right to fail in thoſe Seas as them- 
ſelves, yet without any juſt Cauſe or Pro- 
vocation (and where the Queſtion of Com- 
merce was not at all in the Caſe) they have 


% dor to your Royal Court, to treat of thoſe Things 
* which may be of Advantage, as well to your Ma- 


© jeſty, as to this our Commonwealth: On the con- 


« trary if we ſhould ſuffer that Blood, notorious by 
« ſo many Circumſtances, to paſs unrevenged, we 
* ſhall neceſſarily in the Sight of God, our only De- 
<< liverer, and the everlaſting Fountain of our Mercies, 
* and before the whole Eng/ih Nation, become Part- 
* ners in the Guilt, eſpecially if we ſhall afterwards 
*© ſend another Eng/;/hman into that Kingdom, where 
* it is lawful for any without Fear of Puniſhment, to 
5 murder him. But we for our Parts have fo high 
* an Eſteem of your Majeſty, that we cannot eafily 
„ believe the Royal Power within your own Domini- 
ons to be fubjefted to any foreign Power what- 
* ſoever,” | | | 
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( 14 ) 
notwithſtanding continually invaded, in an 
hoſtile Manner, our Colonys, ſlain our 
Countrymen, taken our Ships and Goods, 
deſtroyed our Plantations, made our People 
Priſoners and Slaves, and have continued ſo 
doing from Time to Time, till the very 
Time that we undertook the late Expedition 
againſt them, 

Whereupon, contrary to what had been 
formerly practiſed, they have alſo made an 
Embargoe of our Ships, and arreſted the 
Perſons and Goods of all Engh/hmen in 
Spain, ſo that whether we look to the Parts 
of America or of Europe, they are the firſt 
Beginners and Cauſers of the War, and of 
all the Blood and Inconvenience that may 
enſue thereupon. 

The Inſtances of the continual Acts of 
Hoſtility and Crueltys exerciſed by the 
Spaniards againſt the Engliſh in the Weſt- 
Indies in the Times of Peace, both from the 
Year 1604, when a Peace was made by 
King James, till the War broke out again, 
and from the Concluſion of the laſt Peace 
in the Year. 1630, till this Time, are very 
many, and very barbarous and bloody , 

we 


+ A Ship called the Cees being in Trade upon the 
Coaſt of Guinea, when the Merchants and Mariners 
went on Shore upon the Faith and Oaths of Don Ber- 
reo, Governor of that Place, to which Oath the Ma- 
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we ſhall content ourſelves with ſome few. 

After the Peace concluded, in the Year 
1605, a Ship called the Mary, Ambroſe 
Birch being Maſter, was in Trade upon the 
North Side of Hiſpaniola in the Weſt- Indies, 
and the Maſter with ſix of his Company 
being enticed on Shoar by a Prieſt called 
Father Jobn, to ſee ſome Merchandize, 
under Promiſe of ſecure and fair Trading, 
and twelve Spaniards going Aboard the 
Ship to view the Engliſh Wares, whilſt the 
Engliſh Merchants were ſhewing their Mer- 
chandize, nothing doubting of any Fraud, 
the watch Word being given from the 
Shore by the Prieſt, every Spaniard drew 
out a great Knife, and ſtabbed all the Engl:/h- 
men aboard, except two that leaped into the 
Sea, and the reſt on Shore were put to 


riners giving Credit, were notwithſtanding 3o of 
them ſuddenly taken and committed, and Letters 
written from the Governor to the Merchant, that it 
was true he had taken 30 of his Men Priſoners, for 
that diverſe Strangers that had formerly traded there, 
had deceived him of 20,000 Ducketts, but that if he 
would ſend him the 20,000 Ducketts, then he vowed 
preſently to ſend him all his 30 Men aboard ſafe, and 
then to continue their Trade alſo; whereupon the 
Merchants ſent him in Plate and Goods his deſired 
Sum, which when the Governour Don Berreo had 
received, he cauſed all the 30 Men to be ſtrangled to 
Trees, except the Surgeon of the Ship, which was 
kept alive to cure the Governor's Diſeaſe. This Ran- 
ſome with other Loſſes amounted to 7000 J. 

ſtrange 
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ſtrange Deaths, and the Maſter himſelf 
was ſtript naked, and bound to a Tree 
with Cords, and ſo expoſed to be pinched 
and ſtung to Death, being naked, by Mu/- 
ketos, where continuing about 20 Hours, 
a Negro hearing a Man roar and cry in that 
Extremity, and finding him, ran him thro' 
with his Lance: This Ship and Goods was 
worth 5400 /. 

Another Ship called the Archer, was the 
ſame Year taken near to Santo Domingo, 
and all her Men executed : This Ship was 
worth 1300 J. 

Another Ship called the Amity of London 
with her Pinace, was taken by Don Lewts 
Faczardo, Governor of the King of Spain's 
Armado, the Ship and Goods were confiſ- 
cated, and the Merchants and Mariners all 
caſt into the Seas, except the Boy to do 
them Service. This Ship and Pinace were 
worth 5600 l. 

Another Ship called the Scorn, haveing 
her Men on Shore, upon Confidence of 
the Spaniards Oaths, they were notwith- 
ſtanding bound to Trees and all ſtrangled, 
where their Owners loſt their Ship and 
Goods, amounting to 1 500 J. 

* In the Year 1606, a Ship called the 
| Neptune 


* Mr. Jahn Davies loſt two Pinaces with all the 
Goods in them, and had all the Men in the Rims wes 
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Neptune was taken neat the 7! ertigas by the 


Spaniſh Men of War, being worth 4.300 /. 


In the fame Year, another Ship called 


the Lark was taken by Dor Lewis Fac- 


zardh, and confiſcated with her whole 
Lading, being worth 4570 J. | 

* Another Ship called the Caſtor and 
Pollux was taken by the Spa ard 75 the 
Coaſt of Florida, which they confiſcated, 
and executed all the Men in her, or kept 
them Slaves, for they could never be heard 
of ſince. This Ship with her Merchandize 
was worth 15000/. : ; 

In the Year 1608, a Ship called the 
Richard of Plimouth, whereof was Cap- 
tain one Henry Challins, being ſet forth by 
the Lord Chief Juſtice Popham, Sir Fer- 


 dinando Gorges, and others for Virginia; 


and by violent Stormes being driven to the 


Southward of the Canary Ilands, and then 


bending her Courſe for the Place they in- 
tended, in 27 Degrees, by Chance they 
met with eleven Sail of Spaniſb Ships com- 


thered, to the Overthrow of the Voyage, by which he 
loſt 3500 J. 45 | 
One other Ship belonging to diverſe Merchants of 
London (wheteof the Maſter was John Lock) was by 
the Spaniſh Forces taken near the Iſland of Tortugas, 
for Trading and Cutting Wood : And for the fame the 
Ship and Goods confiſcated, and moſt of the Men 
taken and executed, and the reſt committed to the 
Galleys, to the Loſs of 5300 l. 
| D ing 
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ing from St. Domingo, which took the 
faid Ship, notwithſtanding that the Captain 
ſhewed the King's Broad Seal for his War- 
rant; yet the Ship and the Goods were con- 
fiſcated, and the Men cruelly uſed, and 
ſent to row in the Gallies: Whereby was 
loſt above 2 500 J. 

The like was done by another Ship called 
the Ayde taken by Don Lewis Faczardo, 
under Colour of Friendſhip, and the Ship 
and Goods confiſcated, and all the Men 
{ent to the Gallies, where ſome were beaten 
to Death with Cudgels, for that they re- 
fuſed to rowe. Which Ship and Goods 
were worth by the Spaniards own Com- 
putation 7000 /. 

Inn the fame Year another Ship called the 

Anne Gallant, Mr. William Curry Maſter, 
being in Trade upon Hiſpaniola, the Ship 
and Goods were confiſcated, and the whole 
Company hanged, with Papers about their 
Neck written upon them, Why came you 
hither ? This Ship and Goods was worth 
8000 J. 

Theſe Particulars may ſuffice to ſhew, 
what Peace the Spaniards kept with us in 
the Weft-Tndes in the Time of King James, 
who was very careful, or rather very fear- 


ful to break the Peace with them; and the 


like hoſtile and bloody Footſteps we may 
trace down from the Time of the laſt Peace 
7 concluded 
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concluded in the Vear 1630, unto this very 
„ 

We ſhall begin with the Colonies of this 
Nation ſettled by certain Noblemen and 
Gentlemen in the Iſlands of Cattelina (call- 
ed by them Providence) and Tortugas (by 
them named Afſociation) which about the 
Year 1629, being void of all Inhabitants, 
and tame Beaſts or Cattel, were actually 
poſſeſſed by the Engliſb in Time of open 
War between England and Spain, and the 
next Vear a Peace being concluded between 
the two Nations, and no Claim of Re- 


ſervation therein of the ſaid Iſlands by the 


Spaniards, the late King (thinking himſelf 
at Liberty by the ſaid Peace ſo to do) did 
by his Letters Patents under the Great Seal 
of England aſſume the faid Iſland of Pro- 
vidence, with other adjacent Iflands, as Part 
of his own Dominions, and did grant the 
ſame to diverſe Noblemen and Gentlemen 
and their Succeſſors, and the next Year ex- 


= tended his Grant to the aforementioned I- 


land of Tortugas. 


And notwithſtanding that the faid Ad- 


5 venturers were in Poſſeſſion of the Iſlands 


aforeſaid, by the late King's Grant, found- 
E | ed upon a double Right, that of Nature, 
p the Places not being in the Poſſeſſion of the 
x | Spantards, or any others, and that of War, 
. being taken in the Time of War, and not 


D 2 excepted 
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excepted in the Treaty of Peace, and con- 
ſequently the Spaniards Pretenſions there- 
unto (if they had any) extinguiſhed by their 
own Agreement in the ſecond Article of 
the laſt Treaty ; and notwithſtanding that 
neither the ſaid Company, nor any employ- 
ed by them, did giye the leaſt juſt Cauſe of 
Offence unto the King of Spain, or any of 
his Subjects, untill ſuch Time as they had 
firſt aſſaulted their Ships and Colonies and 
flain diverſe of the Engliſb therein, burning 
and deſtroying their Plantations, yet the 
niards obſerving no Peace with the En- 
gliſb in thoſe Parts, about the 22d of Jan. 
1632, without any juſt Provocation, did 
aſſault one of the Ships ef the ſaid Company, 
called the Sea- Flower, in her peaceable 
Return from Providence, between the Tor- 
tugas and the Cape of Florida, in which 
Aſſault they killed ſome and wounded others 

in the ſaid Ship. 
And after, about the Year 1634, the 
Iſland of Tortygas was aſſaulted by diverſe 
Subjects of the King Spain, in four Veſſels, 
though there was no Provocation at all on 
the Part of the Engliſh, in which Aſſault 
threeſcore or more were ſlain, diverſe 
wounded and taken Priſoners, their Planta- | 
tions ſpoiled, their Houſes burned, their 
Goods to a great Value taken away by the 
Spaniards, and the Ifland wholly * £9 
pe 


1 LY EV» ent. attire. 4 * i. — oO 


£©@ 3 1Jj ID» & .o=d.c. 


» OO 0 


( 21 ) 

led thereby of the Engliſb, whereof ſome 
2h hanged and others carried Priſoners to 
the Havana, were detained in cruel Sla- 
very, and one of them called Grymes, for- 
merly a Gunner at Tortugas, was there 
barbarouſly murdered, and ſome. of them 
flying for Refuge to Sancta Cruce, an Iſland 
void of Inhabitants, were purſued thither 
by the Spaniards in 3 Frigates, and there aſ- 
faulted in March 1636, in which Aſſaulit 
about 40 of the Engliſh were ſlain, and 
the reſt carried away Priſoners, and uſed 
with very much Hardſhip, _ 

And the 24th of Fuly 1635, the Iſland 
of Providence itſelf was aſſaulted by the 
Subjects of the King of Spain, in two great 
Ships and a Frigat, which maintained a 
Fight for diverſe Hours, but were beaten 
off at that Time, and forced to diſcontume 
their Attempt, till they renewed it again 
about the Year 1640, with 12 Sail of Ships, 
great and ſmall, whereof the Admiral was 
the Armadillo of Carthagena, one of the 
King of Spain's Galleons of his Plate- 
Fleet ; from this Fleet having landed a con- 
ſiderable Number of Soldiers, they promiſ- 
ed themſelves the Conqueſt of the Iſland, 
but were again repulſed with a conſiderable 
Loſs on their Part, yet ſoon after returning 
with another Fleet, the Colony being then 
fallen into Diviſions and Diſtractions a- 

| mongſt 
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mongſt themſelves, they did not think fo 
much of makinga good Defence, as of making 

ood Conditions for themſelves, which upon 
te Delivery up of the Iſland, with little or 
no Oppoſition they obtained, but the Ifland 
was thereby wreſted from the ſaid Adven- 
turers and from the Commonwealth, to the 

articular Loſs of the one above 80,000 /. 
and to the public Diſhonour and Detriment 
of the other, and being poſſeſſed by the 
Spaniard, a Ship that came from New 
England with ſome People from thence, 
that intended to have traniplanted themſelves 
into that Iſland, was cunningly drawn with- 
in the Reach of their Canon (being ig- 


norant that the Place was in the Spaniards 


Hands) and got off with a great deal of 
Danger and Difficulty, and the Loſs of the 
Maſter of the Ship (a very honeſt Man) 
who was ſlain with a Canon Shot from the 
Iſland. 

Neither were the Spaniards content to 


bound their Enterpriſe againſt the ſaid Ad- 


venturers within the Parts of America, but 
alſo extended their Acts of Hoſtility againſt 
them to theſe Parts of Europe; for on the 
25th of December, 1638, a Ship called the 
Providence, belonging to the ſaid Company, 
under the Command of Capt. Richard 
Neuman, was aſſaulted and ſurpriſed two 
Leagues off Dongene/s upon the Coaſt of 

England, 
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England, by one Capt. Spring field, Captain 


of a Dunkirk Man of War, and carried 
to Dunkirk, where the ſaid Goods were de- 
tained (being by diverſe there acknowledged 
to be of 30,000 J. Value) and of the En 775 
Aboard the ſaid Ship, rig were ain 
others wounded, and the reſt, after a bar- 
barous and uncivil Uſage Aboard, Were Car- 
ried Priſoners to Dunkirk, where ſome were 
uſed with much Hardſhip, till they found 
Means to eſcape: And notwithſtanding that 
the ſaid Adventurers uſed all due Means for 
to obtain Satisfaction, and that the late King 
by his Agent Sir Balthazar Gerbeere, and 
by his Letters, as well written by Secretary 
Cook, as with his own Hand, required Juſ- 
tice on their Behalf, yet could they not ob- 
tain Reſtitution of any Part of the ſaid 
Goods, or any Reparation in Lieu thereof. 
There are Examples of more freſh and 
bleeding Memory, as that of Sandta Cruce, 


- aſſaulted by the Subjects of the King of 
Spain from Puerto-Rico, about the Year 


1651, being an Iſland formerly void of all 
Inhabitants, and poſſeſſed at that Time by 


12 Colony of the Engliſh under the Com- 
mand of Capt. Nich. Philips, who together 


with about 100 more of the ſaid Colony 
were ſlain and butchered by the Spaniards, 


who ſeized the Ships in the Harbour, pil- 
laged, burnt, and deſtroyed their Planta- 


tions 


Ju 2 
tions and Houſes, and finding no more 
Men to maſſacre (Part of the Inhabitants 
eſcaping by Flight into the Woods) the 

Spamards returned to Puerto-Rico, and gave 
Opportunity to moſt of that miſerable and 
almoſt ſtarved Remnant, to betake them- 
felves to other adjacent Iflands, and totally 
defert that of Sancta Cruce ; yet the Spani- 
ards returned after a while from Puerto- Rico, 
to hunt out and murder thoſe who had 
retired themſelves into the Woods; btit 
ſuch of them as remained found Means to 
eſcape their Hands, and to get into other 
Wands. Re ON 

In the ſame Year 1651, a Ship belonging 
to Mr. John Turner, being forced into the 
Port of Cumanagota by Streſs of Weather, 
was ſeized by the Governour, and the Ship 
and Goods confiſcated. 1 b 

* The like was done to another Ship 
and Goods belonging to Captain Crauley. 

And in'the Year 1650, a Ship belonging 
to Mr. Samuel Wilfen, bound for Barbadzes 
and laden with Horſes, was taken at Sea, 
and carried into the Havana, the Ship and 
Goods were confiſcated, and moſt of the 
Men kept Priſoners, and forced to work 
in the Fortifications like Slaves. 

» The like had formerly bern done in the ſame 

Port, to a Ship belonging to Mr. John Bland, of 
which Captain Nich. Philips was Commander. 15 

e 


6 
The like Uſage had the Company be- 


Years fince, at Santis Domingo in Hi 
punibla, which Ship ſpringing a Leak near 
Hiſpaniola, as ſhe was returning from ſame 
of our Plantations in the Caribiy Iſlands, 
her Company were forced to ſave: them 
ſelves in their Boat upon Hiſpaniola, where 
they were taken Priſoners, and made to 
work like Slaves in their Fortifications. 

By theſe Particulars (and many others of 
the like Nature which would be too long 
to rehearſe) it is moſt apparent, that the 


count themſelves bound to hold any Terms 
of Peace with the Engliſb in thoſe Parts, 
but continually exerciſe all Manner of Hoſ- 
tility againſt them, and worſe than Hoſti - 
lity, the barbarous Uſage of the Engliſh 
there, being ſo far from the Laws of Peace, 
that it is not agreeable to the Lawsand Caſ- 
toms of a fair War: And yet the Engliſb 
muſt be taxed (as they are by the King of 
Spain in his Order for the late Embargo) 
as thoſe That had been wanting to and Vio- 
laters of the ſacred Bonds of Peace and freq 
Commerce (ſo religiouſly as he jig obſerved 
by him, 1 that with fo unthought of, and 


declared He oftility, as 5 offeul ing of the 
City of Saint Domingo, in the Ifland of 
Hiſpaniola, which is laid down as the ſole 
E --: Ground 


longing to a Ship of Barnſtaple, about two! 


King of Spain and his Subjects do not ac- 
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Ground and Cauſe of the ſaid Embargo of 
the Engliſh Goods, and arreſt of their Per- 
ſons in Spain, and even this Cauſe is ag- 
gravated againſt us by a Repreſentation of 
His friendly Admiſſion of our Fleets into his 
+ Ports, where they were pleaſed to come 
and had found it convenient for them to touch, 
without Notice taken by his Miniſters accord- 
ing to the Rigour of thoſe Capitulations of 
Peace between the two Crowns, which doth 
rectprocally prohibit the Entrance into the 
Ports with more than 6 or 8 Ships of War. 
But as himſelf in thoſe Words cleareth 
our Fleets of any Infringement of the Ca- 
pitulation in what they did, being done by 
Leave and Permiſſion of himſelf and his 
Miniſters (if any ſuch Thing were done 
and connived at, as is alledged) and as all 
the World: well knoweth, he was not fo 
courteous for nought, conſidering the Ad- 
vantage and Countenance that his Affairs 
of late have received from our Fleets, ſo 


+ Captain Stanley found no ſuch kind Entertain- 
ment in the Port of Trepanni in Sictly, where, about 
June 1653, his Ship called the Henry Bonadventure, 
together with a Dutch Prize called the Peter, a great 
and rich Ship, were ſurprized in that Port, within 
Piſtol Shot of their Fort, by ſeven Dutch Men of 
War, under the Command of young Trump, through 
the Treachery of the King of Spain's Governour of 
that Place, whereby the chants concerned in the 
- faid Ship, loſt to the Value of 63,000 J. and upwards. 

7 | On 
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on the other Side the King and his Miniſters 
have taken very little Notice of the Capitu- 


lations by him mentioned, wherein it is ſo 


expreſly provided in the 23d Article there- 
of, that if any Miſunderſtanding ſhould 
happen to ariſe between the two States, The 
Subjects of either are thereof ſo to be admo- 
niſhed, as that they may have fix Months 


from the Time of the Monition, to tranſport 


their Merchandize without any Arreſt, D:/- 
turbance, or Hurt, in the mean Seaſon to be 
done or given unto them, either in tbeir Per- 


fons or Merchandize. In which the faid 


King by the late Embargo, hath been ma- 
nifeſtly wanting to the Bonds of thoſe Ca- 
pitulations by himſelf remembered againſt 
us, and his Declaration in the ſaid Order, 
That an Act of Hoſtility exerciſed in the 
Weſt-Indies, is a Breach of Peace and of the 
Freedom of Commerce in thoſe Parts, is of 
the firſt Impreſſion that hitherto hath pro- 
ceeded from either State, tho' there have 
not been wanting ſeveral Occaſions on both 
Sides to have done it. 

hut ſince the King of Spain hath both 
by Word and Deed declared the Treatys of 
Peace ſo to be underſtogd, he hath conſe- 
quently concluded himſelf to have firſt vio- 
lated the ſacred Bonds of Friendſhip, by fo 


i many Acts of open Hoſtility firſt exerciſed 


by him upon the Engli/þ in thoſe Parts, and 
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rather to inſiſt upon 
and that as the King of Spain hath aſſumed 


(290 
from Time to Time continued ever fince 
the laſt Treaty of Peace, as before hath been 
particularly declared, which is a Thing ſo 
evident and notorious, that our Advetſaries 
themſelves cannot certainly have the Face to 
deny the Matter of Fact, but will chooſe 
the Matter of Right ; 


amongſt his Titles, that of Rex Indiurum, fo 
of Courſe all the Indies and the Indian Sea 
both North and South, muſt be his proper Do- 
minions, and They all Enemies and Pyrates 
that come there without his Permiſſion, 
which truly if it were ſo, both we and 
all other Nations ought to quit to him all 
we hold in thoſe Parts, and diſplanting our 
Colonys aſk him Pardon for the Wrong 
we have hitherto done unto him. But 
if we look into the Ground of his a” 
and Title, it will appear a very poor an 

weak Foundation to mie ſo ak e ſo 
bloody a Building upon, as this hath and is 


like to prove. 


A double Title is pretended, That of the 
Pope's Donation, and That of firſt Di/- 


covery: For the former we know very well, 


the Pope hath indeed been very free in diſ- 
poſing of Kingdoms and Countrys, there- 
in being very unlike him whoſe Vicar he 
Yretendeth to be, that wou'd not take upon 

im ſo much as to be a Judge in dividing 


3 Inheritances, 
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Inheritances, much leſs to give them away at 
his Pleaſure, as the Pape hath done the 
Kingdoms of England, Ireland, and others. 
But we acknowledge no ſuch Power in him, 
nor do we believe, any Nation is fo void of 
Senſe, as to think he hath any ſuch Power, 
or that the Spaniards themſelves do believe 
it, or would affirm it, if the Pope had given 
as much from them : And if the French and 
others, who acknowledge the Pope's Powet 
in eccleſiaſtical Matters, do eſteem this 
Title of the Spaniards ridiculous, it cannot 
be expected, that we ſhould account it any 
other, and ſo we leave itas not worthy any 
other Anſwer. 

And of as little Weight is their other 
Title, as if the Subjects of the King of 
Spain having firſt made Diſcovery of ſome 
few Parts of America, and having given 
Names' to ſome Ihands, Rivers, and Pro- 
* montorys, they ſhould thereby be intitaled 
do the {ole Segniory of that New Worlg. 

But an imaginary Title upon ſuch a Pre- 

| Afcription, without Poſſeſſion, cannot create 

any real Right: The beſt Title that any can 
have to what they poſſeſs in thoſe Parts of 

America is Plantation and Poſſeſſion, where 

there were no. Inhabitants, or where there 

were any, by their Conſent. or at leaſt ih 
ſuch waſte and deſolate Parts of their Coun- 

* as they are not able in any Meaſure to 

plant 
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plant and poſſeſs (God having made the 
World for the Uſe of Men, and ordained 
them to repleniſh the ſame.) | 

Upon which Grounds, as the Spaniards 
will have little Right to what they hold, 
having got all which have, contr 
to the Conſents, and out of the Bowels of 
the firſt Inhabitants, in whoſe Blood they 
have founded their Empire, and not found 
but made great Iſlands and whole Countrys 
void of Inhabitants, having rooted out all 
the Natives : So on the other Side, the 
Engliſh will have a very clear Title to their 
Plantations, eſpecially to diverſe Iſlands 
which the Spaniards have aſſaulted and 
ſlain their Colonys, which either never 
had any Inhabitants, or if deſtroyed by the 
Spaniards, were alſo deſerted by them, 
and left unpeopled, fo that by the Law of 
Nature and Nations, they rightfully accrue 
to the Occupiers and Poſſeſſors thereof, ac- 
cording to the known Maxim, Quæ nullius 
ſunt & pro Derelictis habentur, cedunt oc- 
cupantt :. Altho' if we had diſpoſſeſſed the 
Spaniards of the Places where we planted our 
Colonys, and where they had diſpoſſeſſed and 
rooted out the Natives, we, as Avengers of 
thoſe People's Blood and Wrongs, ſhould 
have had a better Title to their Countrys 
than their Oppreſſors and Murderers ; but 
ſince our Plantations have been, where nei- 
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ther Natives nor Spaniards had any Poſſeſ- 
ſion, nor had left behind them any Habitati- 
ons, Cattle, or other Thing, which might 
in any Sort retain or preſerve their Claim or 
Title, our Right in thoſe Places was the 
more clear, and the Wrongs and Injurys 
done unto us by the Spaniards the more 
apparent, eſpecially in ſuch Places which 
were ſeized upon in Time of open War 
between the two Nations (as were the Iſlands 
of Providence and Tortugas) whereunto, if 
on e e cou'd have pretended any 
precedent dormant Title, yet not makin 
their Claim upon the - Cloſe of the laſt 
Peace, by the ſecond Article thereof they 
concluded themſelves, as to any ſuch Pre- 
tenſions, and extinguiſhed all future Claim 
and Right thereunto. 

We need not enlarge our Diſcourſe upon 
this Subject, for there is not any underſtand- 
ing Man who is not fatisfied of the Vanity 
of the Spaniards Pretenſions to the ſole So- 
vereignty of thoſe Parts of the World; 
but we have opened a little the weak and 
frivolous Pretences, whereupon the Spani- 
ards ground all their cruel and, unworthy 
Dealings with the Engliſb in the Weſt- 
Indies, enſlaving, hanging, drowning, and 
cruelly torturing to Death our Countrymen, 
ſpoiling their Ships and Goods, and deſtroy- 
ing their Colonys in the Times of greateſt 


Peace, 
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Peace, and that without an 
Provecation at all. That the Fngliſb N 
tion reflecting upon the Indignity of ſoch 
Proceedings againſt their own Fleſh and 


Blood, and the Profeſſors of the fame true 


Chriſtian Religion with them, might eon- 


ſider with themſelves how the Honour of 


this Nation would lie rotting, as well as 
their Veſſels of War, if they ſhould any 


langer ſuffer thernfelves to be d, or rather 


abuſed, in this Manner, and not only ex- 
chaded from Commerce with fo great and 


rich a Part of the World, againſt all Right 


and Reaſon, but alſo be axooamnted and ex- 
ecuted as Rovers and Pyrates, for offering 


to fail or look into thoſe Seas, or having any 
Intercourſe (tho' with our own ard 


only) in thoſe Parts of the World. 
We fay nothing of the blood Spaniſh 
uiſibion (a common Cauſe of Quarrel to 
all Proteſtants) nor of fo many Seminarys 


of Exgliſb Prieſts and Fefurts in the Spaniſb 
Dominions (a particular Ground of Offence 


and Danger to this Commonwealth) our 


Scope being principally to declare the Cauſes 
and Grounds of our Quarrel in the - 
Indies: And we truſt by what hath been 
ſaid, we have ſufficienthy manifeſted unto 
the Conſciences of all indifferent and im- 


partial Men, that our Neceſſity, our Ha- 


vour, and our Fuſtice have called us forth 


to 


juſt Cauſe 4 
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to the late Engagement: Our Neceſſity, 
for we muſt have War where the Spaniards 
will not let us have Peace : Our Honour 
and our Juſtice, for it cannot ſtand with 
either, to fit down and ſuffer ſuch vile In- 
dignities to be continually done in the Weft 
Indies to the People of this Nation, as be- 
fore hath been particularly declared. 

Beſides, they look but a little Way, that 
judge of the Span;/þ Counſels and Inten- 
tions from the late Character and Counte- 
nance that the preſent Exigence of Affairs 
has made them put on towards us in theſe 
Parts of the World, as if their Mind, or 
the Senſe of their Intereſt were altered 
(and not rather heightened together with 
their Hatred and Jealoufy upon the late 
Changes and Temper of this State) from 
what they had in the Year 1588, when 
they deſigned the total Conqueſt of the 
Engliſh Nation, and if this Point of Time, 
which through ſome late Accidents may 
poſſibly miniſter an Occaſion to lay a Foun- 
dation for ſecuring ourſelves (by God's 
Bleſſing) from fo inveterate and irreconcile- 
able an Enemy of our Religion and Coun- 
try, be let paſs, they may ſoon recover 
again a Power (for a Mind they neither can 
or will ever want) to become as intolerable 
and dangerous as heretofore. And we in 
the mean Time ſuffering ſuch barbarous 
F Uſage 
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Uſage of our Countrymen in the Fe. 
Indies, without requiring any Satisfaction 
or Juſtice for the ſame; and our whole 
Nation to be excluded out of ſo conſider- 
able a Part of the World, and ſuffering our 
grand and known Enemies quietly to bring 
Home that vaſt Treaſure from the Vet. 
Tndies (having now allo a Peace with the 
Dutch) and thereby to repair their preſent 
Breaches, and put themſelves into a Con- 
dition again to reſume that Debate which 
they had in the Year 1588, Whether it were 
not better to begin with England, in order 
to reduce the United Provinces, or to begin 
firſt with them in order to reduce England ? 
And no Doubt they will find as many and 
more Reaſons than they did then to begin 
firſt with England. In which Attempt if 
God ſhould permit them to obtain their 
Will, we might juſtly expect upon ourſelves 
firſt, and after upon all Proteſtants where- 
ſoever, a ſecond Part of that fad Tragedy 
which was lately acted upon our Brethren 
in the Valleys of Piedmont (which if we 
may believe the Remonſtrance of thoſe 
poor Proteſtants) had its Source and firſt 
Contrivance from the Miſionary Friers, 

thro' the Influence of the Court of Spain. 
All theſe Things conſidered, we hope all 
true-hearted Engli/hmen will lay by their 
private Animoſities againſt each other, and 
rather 
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rather deny themſelves in their particular 
Concernments, than out of Covetouſneſs 
of a little Gain by Trade (which cannot 
be had but upon diſhonourable, and in ſome 
Sort diſhoneſt Terms, and may be ſup- 
plyed otherwiſe) hazard the Souls (as they 
do of many young Merchants and Factors 
upon the Terms they live and trade in 
Spain) and ſacrifice the Lives and Eſtates 
of many of their Chriſtian Brethren in 
America, together with the Honour of this 
Nation: And which is worſt of all, let 
{lip out of their Hands the pretious Oppor- 
tunities which God hath offered to them, 
for his Glory and the Advancement of the 
Kingdom of Chriſt, which we do not 
doubt will in the End (all Miſts being diſ- 
pelled and cleared) appear to have been the 
principal End of the late Expedition and 
Undertaking againſt the Spaniards in the 
Weſt- Inates. 


FRIDAY, October 26, 1655. 


0 Raered by his Highneſs the Lord Pro- 
tector, and the Council, That this De- 


claration be forthwith Printed and Publiſhed. 


HE N. ScoB3 E, 


Clerk of the Council. 
F 2 R E- 
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RE MAR XK J. 


SHALL now beg Leave to make a 
few Remarks upon ſome Parts of this 
Manifeſto or Declaration, as followeth, vis. 


DECLARATION, Page 8. And ſo King 
James was contented to flubber up a Peace 
with Spain, Sc.] Upon conſidering how 
we ſtood at that Time with Spain, and 
comparing the then Circumſtances of the 
two Nations, this may molt juſtly be called 
ſlubbering up a Peace; but then what ſhall 
we ſay of the Treaties we have fince con- 
cluded with that Nation ? Upon this Oc- 
caſion, I cannot but obſerve the gradual 
Submiſſions and Surrenders we have made 
by almoſt every Treaty ſince that Time. 
By this Treaty, in the Year 1604, and the 
following in 1630, we left our Commerce 
to their Settlements or Dominions in Ameri- 
ca doubtful: By our Treaty in 1672, we 
expreſsly gave it up: By the Uzrecht Treaty 
we confirmed that Surrender: By the Trea- 
ty in 1715, we ſurrendered our Right to 
the Iſland of Tortugas, and contented our- 
ſelves with ſtipulating a Permiſſion only to 
gather Salt there: By the Treaty in 1721, 
we confirmed that Surrender, and left our 

| Right 
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Right to Campechey doubtful, becauſe the 
Spaniards had before then begun to diſpute 
it: By the Seville Treaty in 1729, we ren- 
dered our Right to Campechey ſtill more 
doubtful, and then we rendered doubtful 
our Right to a free Navigation in the Seas 
of America, becauſe the Spaniards had be- 
fore then begun to diſpute this laſt Right; 
and by the Convention in 1738-9, we gave 
up this Right, as the Spaniards now pre- 
tend, by ſubmitting it to be regulated and 
ſettled by the Conferences *. Upon conſider- 
ing theſe Things I could really wiſh, my 
Countrymen would reſolve never to negotiate 
or treat any more, with any Nation upon 
Earth, notwithſtanding the Loſs we ſhould 
thereby ſuſtain, in rendering /e/e/s a Gentle- 
man of the brighteſt and moit polite Genius 
that ever appeared in this Kingdom, 


DECLARATION, Pag. 10. For altho' 
the King of Spain hath formerly taken upon 
him to preſcribe us Bounds of Trade; upon a 
Law made by the Pope, inhibiting all Trade 
and Commerce with Turks, Jews, and other 
Infidels, &c.] From hence we may ſee, 
the Spaniards can never want new Pretences 
to diſtreſs our Trade: If we give up the 


* See the King of Spain's Reaſons for not paying 
the 95,000 l. Contravention 7th. 
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chief Point now in Diſpute between us, by al- 
lowing our Navigation in the American 
Seas to be ſubjected to any one Regulation 
whatſoever, I do not in the leaſt queſtion, 
but that in a Year or two afterwards, they 
will get the Pope to revive this Prohibition, 
and from thence take a Pretence to ſeize 
our Merchant Ships trading to Africa and 
Turkey, We know they have of late Years 
ſet up a Right to ſearch our Ships in the 
Mediterranean, and to take out of them 
the Perſons and Goods of their Enemies in 
Africa. Nay I do not know, but they may 
get the Pope to extend his Prohibition to 
Hereticks, and from thence take Occaſion 
to debar us from any Commerce with their 
Dominions in Europe as well as America. 


DECLARATION, Pag. 19. And the 
next Year extended his Grant to the afore- 
mentioned Iſland of Tortugas.] From hence 
it is evident, that in King Charles the Firſt's 
Time, we had a Right to the Ifland of 
Tortugas, and how we came to loſe it be- 
fore the Year 1715, I do not know; for 
it was never given up by any Treaty, nor 
have the Spaniards any Settlement or Fort 
there to this Day, 


DECLARATION, Pag. 22. Neither 


deere the Spaniards content to bound their 


Enter- 
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Enterpriſe againſt the ſaid Adventurers with- 


in the Parts of America, but alſo extended 
their Acts of Hoſtility againſt them to thoſe 
Parts of Europe.] We may from hence 
conclude, that if we allow the Spaniards 
the ridiculous Conceit of calling any Goods 
contraband in Time of Peace, they will 
from thence pretend a Right to viſit our 
Merchant Ships even in the Seas of Europe, 
and to ſeize them if they have on Board 
any of thoſe Goods they are allowed to call 
contraband. It we ſhould ſubmit to this, 
we may expect, that, even in Time of 
Peace, the Mouth of the Britz/h Channel 
will be beſet with Spanz/h Guarda Coſta's, 
and that they will ſeize and make Prize of all 
Britiſh Merchant Ships in which they ſhall 

ſind any Gold or Silver, Logwood, or any 
other Sort of Goods called by them contra- 
band; for this new Sort of contraband 
Goods are much more dangerous than thoſe 
that are deemed contraband in Time of War. 
In the latter Caſe, the Goods only are to 
be forfeited, but in the former, theſe con- 
traband Goods are a Proof of an illicit 
Trade, for which by the Laws of Spain, 
the Ship and Cargo are to be forteited, 
and the Captain and Crew hanged. 


DECLARATI10ON, Pag. 28. A double 
Title is pretended, That of the Pope's Dona- 


tion, 
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tion, and that of the firſt Diſcovery.) The 
Ridiculouſneſs of theſe two Titles is here 
ſet in the ſtrongeſt Light; and yet it muſt 
be upon one or other of thoſe Titles, that 
the Spaniards found their Right to preſcribe 
Rules or Limits to our Navigation in the 
American Seas. Nay, it muſt be upon the 
Pope's Donation alone; for the firſt Diſ- 
covery can give no Title to any Dominion 
over an open Sea : It was never ſo much as 
pretended by any People on Earth. There- 
fore, tho' the Spaniards had really been the 
firſt that ever ſeized, or made Settlements up- 
on the Iflands in the Seas of America, they 
could from thence pretend no Right to any 
Dominion over theſe Seas. This Right can 
never be acquired or eſtabliſhed over any 
open Sea whatever, but by the tacit or ex- 
preſs Acknowledgment of neighbouring 
Nations, on Account of ſome Benefit they 
reap from the Dominion ſo acknowledged. 
It is upon this, our Dominion over the 
Britiſh Seas was in ancient Times, and ſtill 
remains eſtabliſhed ; becauſe it has always 
been tacitly or expreſsly acknowledged by 
neighbouring Nations, on account of our 
guarding thoſe Seas from Pyrates. But the 
American Seas have been ſo far from being 
guarded againſt Pyrates by the Spaniards, 
that they have themſelves, under Colour of 
the Pope's Donation, been the greateſt Py- 
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Yates that have infeſted thoſe Seas; and 
have very much encouraged others to be- 
come ef oh by keeping many Iſlands de- 
ſert, which they, like the Dog in the Man- 
ger, neither can ſettle themſelves, nor will 
allow other Nations to ſettle. If any Na- 
tion has a Right of Dominion over the A. 
merican Seas, on Account of guarding them 
from Pyrates, it is this Nation alone ; becauſe 
we have deſtroyed more Pyrates in thoſe 
Seas, than all other Nations beſides; and if 
by this War, we put an End to the pyratical 
Practices of the Spaniſh Garda Coſta's, we 
ſhall deſerve to have this Dominion acknow=- 


ledged, by all the Nations that fail in thoſe 


Seas. 


DECLARATION, Pag. 32. That the 
Engliſh Nation might confider with them- 
ſelves how the Honour of this Nation would 
lie rotting as well as their Veſſels of War, 
F they ſhould, &c.] We may here ſee, how 
ſenſible Oliver Cromwel was of the Loſs 
this Nation would ſuffer, by being excluded 
from Commerce with ſo great and rich a 
Part of the World ; but alas! this Loſs 
we have now ſubmitted to by Treaty many 
Times repeated and confirmed, We are 
therefore now only to conſider, how our 
Honour will lie rotting as well as our Veſ- 
ſels of War, if we ſhould allow ourſclves 
we G to 
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to be excluded from a free Navigation in 
the Seas, as well as a free Commerce in the 
Spantſh Settlements in America; and I muſt 
obſerve, that with Regard to all Afﬀairs be- 
tween Nation and Nation, nothing can be 


free that is laid under any Limits or Re- 


gulations. 


. DECLARATION, Pag. 34. Whether it 
were not better to begin with England, in order 
to reduce the United Provinces; or to begin 


firſt with them, in order to reduce England. } 


This was the Queſtion with Spain before 
the Year 1588 ; and if France and Spain 
be united in an offenſive as well as defenſive 
League, which now ſeems probable, this 
will be again a Queſtion, and will now, 
as it was then, be refolved, That it is better 
to begin with England, in order to reduce 
the United Provinces. I wiſh our Neigh- 
bours the Dutch would conſider this more 
ſeriouſly than they ſeem to do at preſent. 
They ſhould confider, that the Spantards 
have ſtill a Pretenſion to the ſeventeen Pro- 
vinces of the Netherlands; and if the 
Spaniards ſhould yield up to France, and 
aſſiſt her in conquering the ten diſunited 
Provinces, ſhe would probably aſſiſt them 
in conquering, and reducing again to her 
Obedience, the /even that are united, and 
now form ſuch a glorious Commonwealth. 

2 | France, 


+ wma a + 6 © 


+ ©, 4, =» 


(38) 


France, I ſay, would do this, becauſe it is 
her Intereſt to do ſo; for if the Spa- 
niards were again in Poſſeſſion of the ſeven 
united Provinces, they would be Neigh- 
bours to Germany, and would conſequent- 
ly have many Cauſes of Quarrel with 
x Germanic Body, in which they muſt 
always depend upon France for a Support. 
This would keep the Spaniards in a con- 
tinual Dependance upon, and conſequently 
a cloſe Union with France ; and if Holland 
ſhould be brought again under the Yoke of 
Spain, and Britain under that of France, 
or governed by a King under an indiſpen- 
ſable Neceſſity of acting as a Vice or De- 

ty _ to his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, 
- muſt deſire the Proteſtant States of Eu- 
rope, particularly Sweden, to conſider, what 
a Situation they would be in. Let them 
conſider, how much the Courts of France 
and Spain have been, and probably will be 
influenced by Prieſts and Feſuits ; and can 
they then think, that ever thoſe Prieſts and 
2044 would be at Reſt, as long as there 

ould be a State in Europe where the Pro- 
teſtant Religion was either eſtabliſhed, or ſo 
much as tolerated ? Even the Greek Re- 
6:gi0n would be deemed heretical, and Mu 


covy itſelf brought under the Dominion of 
the Pope of Rome. | 


The 


th 
N 2 Aus » Ja 


| 8 nn 7 

Faid be * | 
et not only 

28 ane Nel . 


s, who; bor the” Sale of * 
Vanity, or the unnatu- 
may have apainſt.hcir a 


ANTE AT; 


98 : huh 4 [5 54 SS: $3 e 
*. hat ed N if ri, 1472 24 28 3 eee | 
by” di £3 Ee) Ki 9 
. 010 2 5 Srl Sar 45 Lua K. 


e ** 8 3 La , 
_ =": e 5 pol r 5 . | N 
mY N 620 82h, . 


an = 8 * — 


11 2 4 


22 
1 


4 


the 8 War. 


preßt War between: Bßitaiñ A 


j , in which Frunte now declares open- 0 
in F avour of the latter, may ſeem as yet 
do be a Diſpute about What concerns? Bri- 


tain alone; but if what Ihave ſaid be right- 
ly. conſidered; it will appear that not only 
the Liberties. of Europe, but the Religion 
of the greateſt | Part of Eurupe, muſt be 
deeply concerned in the Conſequences of 
This is the Cie of the 
goin, and if there 


* os 


lying 5 own Vanity, or the unnatu- 


ral Reſentments they may have againſt their 


Country, are endeavouring to throw a 
Damp upon our Undertakings, J hope, 


that Almighty God will, in Compaſſion to 


this Country, to Europe, and to the Pro- 

teſtant Religion, diſappoint their Deſigns, 
or rid us of their Perſons; for Jam aeg 
it can be done oy no other Power, | 
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